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history. Lieut. F. V. Greene, in his “Cam-
]r:n'-;:n.:_: of the Mississippi,” thus briefly sum-
marizes Grant's operations: “ It was now 18
davs since Grant Lad secured a footing on
the east bank of the Mississippi by the battle
of Port Gibson. In that time he had marched
about 200 miles, and by keeping his army
together had defeated the enemy’s scattered
detachments in four engagements—at Ray-
mond, Jackson, Champion Hills, and Big
Black. all fonght within six days; he had
inflicted a loss upon them of 8,000 in killed,
wounded and missing, had captured 88
pieces of their artillery, and finally lmd‘
driven them into the narrow defenses oi
Vicksburg, causing their outworks at
Haines's Biuff, Warrenton and Grand Gulf
to be abandoned, and establishing bis own
base on the Yazoo River in easy and safe
reach of his gunboats and transports. He
had not only prevented the junction of the
enemy's detachments, but had still foriber
scattered their forces, so that they had fully
1.400 less men available in Vicksburg at the
close of this period than at the beginning.
During these 15 days Grant's men had but

on the country ; their own losses had been a
little less than 3.500. We must go back to
the campaigns of Napoleon to find equally
brilliant results accomplished im the same
space of time with such small loss.”
OF VICKSBURG.

THE SIEGE

From the time Pemberton and his army |

were caged in Vicksburg there followed the
regalar details of a siege, Grant himself ex-
ercising the closest supervision of all the

bombardments, parallels, mines, and ap-

proaches. The siege continued until July 3, |

when Pemberton sent a flag of truce with a
letter to Grant, proposing that commissioners
be appointed to arrange terms for capitula-
tion. Grant declined to appoint commis-
sioners, and said his terms were an uncondi-
tional surrender. I'emberton asked for an
interview, which was granted, but nothing
resulied save that Grant said he would
formulate his terms and send them by 10
oclock that night., Grant modified his
terms somewhat, and finally agreed to parole
the entire rebel army, allowing it to march
ont with its colors and stack its arms, pro- |
vided the troops marched back again and |
remained within the lines until duly paroled
These terms were accepted by Pemberton,
and at 10 a. m. on July 4, 1863, Gen. Grant
rode into Vicksburg and took possession of
the city. McPherson and Logan rode with
him, and Logan's Division was marched in
to occupy the place. )

While Grant was accnsed of undue lenity
by some, the capture of Vicksburg—after so
Jong a strnggle: after so many disastrous |
failures, and with such a brililant campaign !
just preceding the formal investment of the
city—raised the successful General to the
very highest point in the estimation of the
Government authorities and the people. |

LINCOLN'S THANKS. |

President Lincoln addressed him a letter |
of thanks, *in grateful acknowledgment for |
the almost inestimable service vou have
done the country.” Ile added: *I wish to |
say a word further. When you first reached |
the vicinity of Vicksburg, I thought you |
should do what you finally did—march the
troops across the neck, run the batteries with |
the transports, and thus go below; and I
never had any faith, except a general hope
that you knew better than I, that the Yazoo
Pass expedition, and the like, could succeed.
When you got below and took Port (vibson,
Grand Gulf and vicinity, I thonght you
should go down the river and join Gen.
PBanks; and when yon turned northward,
east of the Big Black, I feared it was a mis-
take. I now wish to make a personal ac-
knowledgment that you were right and I
was wrong.”

Grant's head was not turned by the praise
that was heaped upon him and hLe kept right
on with his work, sending Shermas, on the
very day of the surrender, off to attack
Johnston at Jackson, which he did efifect-
ually and forced that General to retreat. |
Grant then had a season of rest, and received |
a visit from his wife at his headguarters,
secing her for the first time since the out-
break of the war.

ORDERED TO CHATTANOOGA.

Grant was not in active service again un-
til be was ordered to Chattanocoga in Octo-
ber, and given command of all the troops iu
the Departments of the Ohio, Camberland,
and Tennessce. This was after the battie of
Chickamauga and while Rosecrans was be-
sieged by Bragg in Chattanooga, and Grant
was instructed to relieve Rosecrans. Grant
arrived at Chattanooga on Oct. 23, and atonce
took command of what he designated as the
“Military Division of the Mississippi.” He
immediately ordered Sherman to bring his l
force to his assistance and prepared to attack
Bragg and drive him. He was induced to
expedite this movement from the belief that
Burnside was in sore need of assistance, be-
ing hemmed in at Knoxville by Longstreet.
Whether the plan of the brilliant eampaign
which followed—including the battle of
Missionary Kuige and the utter rout of
Bragg, the march opon Knoxville and the
relief of Burnside, which was afterwards
learned was never in the direful straits that
bad been represented, together with the de-
feat of Longsireet and the sending him in
retreat back into Virginia—was the concep-
tion of Grant, or had been partly formed by |
Rosecrans and was utilized and elahorated
by Grant, has been a question of dispute. At
any rate, it was executed by Grant, and he
reaped the benefit of its success,

A GRAND CAMPAIGN.

The incidents of the engagement about
Clhattanooga were so dramatic that they have
heen described most graphically by all who
have written of the war, and have been im-
morizlized by the beautiful diction of poetry.
Hooker's glorious charge along the slopes of
Lookout Mouuntain. known as the bhattle
above the clouds: Thomas’s splendid advance
on Bragg's eenter up the hights of Mission
Iidge, and the srand work of Sherman, are
events that stand out prominently in the his-
tory of the war, and are not surpassed, if
equalled, by any achievements of the army
&f the East,

PROMOTED TO LIEUTENANT-GENTRAL.

Quartermaster-General Meigs, in an elab-
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and my name has been sent to the Senate for the
1!{..- ®

1 now receive orders to report at Washington Im-
mediately, fu person, which indicates either a con-
| firmation or a likelihood of confirmation, [ start
in the moming to comply with the order, but I
shall say very distinetly on my arrival there that4
shall accept no appointment which will require
me to make that city my headquarters.  This, how-
ever, is not what I started out to wrile about.

While I have bwen eminently successful in this
war, in at least gaining the confidenee of the pub-
lie, no one feels more than 1 how much of this sue-
oess is due to the energy, skill, and the harmonious
| putting forth of that energy and skill, of those
whiom it has been my good fortune to have eccupy-
ing subordinate positions under me.

There are many officers to whom these remarks |
! are applicable to a greater or leas degree, propor-
| tlonate to their ability as soldiers; but what I want

is to express my thanks to vou and Mct*herson, as
the men to whom, above all others, T feel indebted
for what [ have had of success. How far yonr ad-
viee and suggestions have been of assistance, you
know, How far your exccution of whaetever has
been given vou to do entitles you to the reward I
am receiving, you eannot know as well as [ do. I
feel all the gratituide this letter wonld express, giv-
ing it the most flattering construction,

The word you I use in the plural. intending it for
McePherson also. Ishonld write to him, and will
some dayv, but, starting in the morning, I do not
Enow that [ will find time just now.

Your friend, U. S. GrAsT,

:\I:l_iul'-i.l'l‘?l(‘ral.
EHERMAN TO GRANT.
[Private and Confidential.]
NEArR Menrais, March 10, 1864,
Feneral Gront.

Dear GesgrAL: I have vour more than kind and
characteristic letter of the 4th, nnd will send a copy
of it to Gen. MePherson at ouce.

You do yourself injustice and ns too mueh honor
in assigning to us so Iarge a share of the merits

{ wliieh bave led to vour high advancement. I know

vou approve the friendship I have ever professed to

to manifest it on all proper OCCASions,

You are now Washington's legitimate guccessor,
and cccupy a position of almoest dangerous eleva-
but if you ecan continue as heretofore to be
vourself, simiple, honest and vopretending, you

| will enjoy threueh Jife the respect and love of

fricnds, and the homnage of millions of human be-

| ings who will award to you a large share for secur-

ing to them and their descendants a government
of law and stability,

I repeat, you do Gen. MePherson and myselfl too
much honor. At Belmont you manifested your
{raits, neithier of us being near; at Donel=on, also,
vou illustrated your whole character. [ was not
near, and Gen. McPherson in too subordinnte a
capacity to influence you.

Until you had won Donelson I confesa 1 was
almoest cowed by the terrible array of anarchieal
elements that presenuted themselves at every point,
but that victory admitted the ray of light which 1
have followed ever since,

I believe vou are as brave, patriotic and fust as
the great prototype Washington ; asunselfish, kind-
hearted and honest as 2 man should be; but the
chiel characleristic in your nature is the simple
faith in snecess yvou havealways manifested, which
I ean liken to nothing else than the faith a Christian
has in his Savior,

This faith gave von victory at Shiloh and Vicks-
burg. Also, when you have completed your prepa-
rations yvou go into hattle without hesitation, as at
Chattanocoga—no doubts, no reserve; and 1 tell you
timt it was this that made us act with confidence,
I knew wherever I was that you thought of me,
and if I got in a tight place you would come—if
alive.

My only points of doubt were as to vour knowl-
edge of grand strategy, and of books of science and
history ; bul 1 confess your commonsscnse secms
to have supplied all this,

Now as to the future. Do not stay in Washington.
Halleck is better qualitied than you are to stand
the buffets of intrigue and poliey, Come out West;
tauke to _\'Uurhrll- the whole Mississippl Valley ; let

| us make it dead-sure, and 1 tell vou the Atlantie

slope and Pacific shores will follow its destiny as
sure as the limbs of a tree live or die with the main
trunk !

We hiave done much; still muoch remains to be
done. Time and tune's influences are all with us;
we could almost affard te sikstill and let these in-
fluences work., Even in the seceded States your

i word mnow would go further than a President’s

proclamation or an Act of Congress,

For God'ssake and for your country's sake, come
out of Washington! 1 foretoid to Gen. Halleck be-
fore he left Corinth the inevitabie result to him,
and I now exhort vou to eome out West. Here lies
the seat of the coming empire; and from the West,
when our task is done, we will make short work
of Charleston and Richimond and the impoverished
coast of the Atlantic,

Your sincere friend, W.T. SuerMas,
ASSUMES COMMAND OF ALL THE ARMIES,

After Gen. Grant had received his commis-
sion as Lieatenant-General at the hands of
President Lincoln he issued his first General
Order, dated March 17, assuming command of
the Armies of the United States and announc-
ing that his headguarters would be in the ficld
with the Army of the Potomae. This was the
first time during the war that all the Union
forces had been commsanded by any one Gen-
eral in the field. Grant immediately procceded
to map out the work of the different armics for
the campaigns when the Spring should open.
He proposed to keep the enemy busy at every
point, so that in no case could he detach troops
from one locality for the relief of those in
another. He directed Banks to return from
the Red River to New Orleans, and then pro-
ceed against Mobile. To Sherman was assigned
the task “ to move against Johnston’s army, to
break it up, and to get into the interior of the
enemy's country as far as you can, inflicting
all the damage you can against their war re-
sources.” In his letter to Sherman, Grant, after
giving the above iustructions, continues: * I
do not propose to lay down for you a plan of
campaign, but simply to lay down the work it
is desirable to have I{r)nc. and leave you free to
exccute it in your own way. Submit to me,
however, as early as you can your plan of
operations.”

MOVING AGAINET LER.

Another force under Sigel was to operate in
West Virginia, while Grant himself was to at-
tack the army of Gen. Lee with the Army of
the Potomae. Grant, by the whole bent of hLis
nature, was committed to vigorous action, and
he at onece resolved upon a gigantic ageressive
system thatshonld embrace simultaneous blows
gpon the encmy at every poiut, keeping up
what he designated as a * continuous luunmer-
ing"” with the olject 6f crushing out the Con-
federate armies. As Lec's army was the main
reliance of the Confederacy ; as it was this force
which had for three years kept the Government

orate dispaich describing the engagement,
declared that “ perhaps not so well-directed,
well-ordered a battle had taken place during
the war,” Graut’'s fame was now at its
highest. Congress voted him a gold medal,
the Legislatures of several States passed
resolations of thanks, and the gradeof Lien-
tenant-General, which only Washington had

filled (Scott only holding that rank by bre- |

vet), was received, and he was appointed
and confirmed to that office. In all his
operations three {raits of character—to which
his successes had been due—shone out con-
spicuousiy., Grant rarcly mistook his men,
or failed to choose for every task leaders
amply qualified to execute it. He possessed
3h=:. genius, simply, of common sense, and was
imvariably calm, cool and clearheaded, even
in his moods of most andacious nndertaking.
Lastly, his determination to conguer at
whatever cost was invincible—not to be
daunted by any risk, not to be turned back
by any slaughter.

With his appointment as Licutenant-Gen-
eral, on March 2, 1864, Grant was ordered to
Washington 1o fake command and control
of the entire Union forces,

HIS BEELATIONS TO BHERMAN,

Before commencing with Graut's earcer as
Licutenant-General, it is not inappropriate to
give Lis letter to Sherinan and that officer’s re-
ply. Both are thoroughly characteristic of the
two men—the one modestly depreciating his
own merits and acknowledging the assistance
received from his subordinates, and the other
frank, impulsive, and thoroughly loyal to his
saperior and friend. These letters are taken
from Sherman's “ Memoirs,” and are as fol-
lows:

[Private.]

Nasu E, TENN., March 4, 1864,
Dran SoErsax : The bill reviving the grade o
ant-General in the Army has become & law

{ at Washington in anxicly for the safety of its
| Capital, while it had repnlsed the efforts of
| MeClellan, Tlooker, Burnside and Meade to ap-

proach Richmond, this army Grant proposed to
| destroy by vigorous and persistent attacks
{ with superior numbers. Of course, Grant's
| ohiective point was Richmond, the Capital of
| the Confederacy; but he must first crush the
| Army of Northern Virginia, which effect-
ively covered that city, lying om the south
bank of the Rapidan, and cemmanded by the
most skillful of the rebel Generals. Before
coming Last Girant had expressed the opinion
that the proper route to Richmoud was by a
transfer of the army to the Peninsula, or the
south side of the James River, but after he as-
sumed command, probably beeause that wounld
uncover Washington, he selected the overland
route, and at midnight on May 3, after having
made all his preparations, the Army of the
P’otomsnc moved across the Rapidan. Sherman's
advance was commenced on May 5.

OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN,

Lee's army occupied a line along the bluffy
that skirt the south bank of the Rapidan,
which was strong by nature and had been made
additionally so by the defenses thrown up, so
that a direct attack upon bim was out of the
question. Grant proposed to turn Les's right
flank, and by the morning of the Gth of May
he had 100,000 men across the river without
any interruption from the enemy. The lineof
march of the Army of the Potomac then led
through a region known as the Wilderness,
which extends a considerable distance south-
ward from the river and westward as far as
Mine Ran.

Grant hoped that, the Confedorates’ right be-
ing turned, ke would be able to mask his march
through the Wilderness, and then, by a rapid
advance toward Gordonsville, plant himself be-
tween the rebel army and Richmond. Lee, how-
ever, instead of falling back on finding his flank
turned, adopted the bold and skillfal plan of
concentrating his forces to meet Grant in the
Wilderness and shut him wup there. He sus-

| by drit

River.

BATTLEFIELD oF THE WILDERNESS,

ceeded in getting up his troops, took the initia-
tive, and forced the battle of the Wilderness,
which lasted for two days, and which resulted
in a loss to the Union forces of over 15,000, and
to the rebels of about 12,000,

Swinton, in his “ Story of the Grand Army,”
says of this battle as follows :

The battle of the Wilderness i3 searcely to be
Judged as an ordinary battle. It will happen inthe
course as in the beginning of every war, that there
oceur actions in which ulterior purposes and the
combinations of a military program play very
little part, bul which are simply triais of strength.
The battle of the Wilderness was such a mortal
combat—a combat in which the adversaries aimed
cach yespectively at aresult that shonld be decis-
ive: N, 1o crush the campaign in the inception,

i the Army of the Polomae across the
Rapidan ; Geant, to destroy Lee,

Out of this fierce determination came a close and
deadly grapple of the two armies—a battle terrible
and indeseribable in those gloomy woods, There is
something horrible, vet fascinating, in the mystery
shrouding this strangest of battles ever fought—a
battle which no man could see, and whose progress
could only be followed by the ear, as the sharp and
crackling volleys of musketry and the alternate

| Union cheer and Confederata vell told how the

fight eurged and swelled. The battle continued

and out Seventh street they were greeted with
the most hearty welcome. Those who had felt
the utmost anxiety for the safety of the Na-
tional Capital now ook hLeart, and all fear was
past. The Sixth Corps was soon followed by
the Nineteenth Corps, and Early “was driven
back only to meet Sheridan in the Valley, who
signally defeated him at Winchester, then at
Fisher's Hill, and finally at Cedar Creek, where
he was utterly routed, which put an end to all
Confederate operations in the Valley.

OTHER OPERATIONS,

While these operations were being made in
Virginia, Mobile hud been ocenpied by Farra-
gut and Canby, Sherman had captured At-
lanta, and then commencing his famouns march
to the sea had traversed the State of Georgia,
subsisting upon the country of the enemy aud
laying waste everything in his path, and had
reached Savannah on the coast, occupying that
city. Theexpedition under Gen. Terry had cap-
tured Fort Fisher, on the North Carolina coast,
thus cloging the Iast port of the Confederacy,
and Johnston, with his army, had retreated to
North Carolina, followed by the victorious
Sherman. Thus the opening of 1865 found the
Confederates in sore distress. When Sherman
reached Goldsborongh, on March 23, 1565, he
had a clear eourse to Petersburg, only 150 miles
distant, but Grant did not desire him to unite
with his own forces, fearing that Lee would
abandon Petersburg and Richmond; but he
directed him fo occupy Johnston's army, o as
to prevent him from joining Lee. He alse or-

dered Sheridan to make another cavalry raid
with aview to severing all the remaining com-
muunications of the Confederates. That gallant
officer ably fulfiiled the duty entrusted to him,
first attacking Early at Waynesboro’, capturing
two-thirds of his army, with most of its artil-
lery trains and colors; then striking Char-
lottesville, where he destroyed the railroad
toward Lynchburg and Richmond. He next
destroyed the eanal, and ronnding the left of
Lee’'s army, and putting the Pamunkey be-
tween him and the Confederate forces, he pro-
ceeded towards the York, breaking up all the
railroad tracks and bridges; then, after reach-
ing White House and refitting, he moved across
the Peninsula to Jumes River, which he erossed
at Jones's Landing, and joined the army before
Petersburg.

Lee was fully alive to the danger that men-

structed to do all the damnage possible to the
triangle of roads between Hicksford, Weldon, and
Gaston. The railroad bridge at Weldon being fit-
ted up for the passage of carriages, it might be prac-
ticable to destroy any accumulation of supplies the
encmy may have collected south of the Roanoke,
All the troops will move with four daystations in

as much hauling as possible, and to give the Army
of the James the same number of daya' sapply
with the Army of the Potomac, Gen, Ord will di-
rect his Commissary and Quartermaster to have
suflicient supplies delivered at the terminus of the
roads to fill up in passing. Sixty rounds of ammu-

much grain as the transportation on hand will
carry, after taking the specified amount of other
supplies. The densely wooded country in which
the army has to operate making the use of much
artiliery impracticable, the amount taken with the
army will be reduced to six or eight guns to each
division, at the option of the army commanders.
All necessary preparations for carrying these di-
rections into operation may be commenced at once.
The reserves of the Ntith Corps should be massed
as much as possible, Whilst I would not now or-
der an unconditional attack on the enemy’s line by
them, they should be ready, and should make the
attack, if the enemy weakens his line in their front,
without waiting for orders. In case they earry the
line, then the whoie of the Ninth Corps could fol-
low up, 80 as to join or co-operate with the balance
of the army. To prepare for this, the Ninth Corps
will have rations issued to them, same a8 the bal-
ance of the army. Gen. Weitzel will keep vigilant
watch upon his front, and if found at all proctica-
ble to break through at any point he will do so,
A suceess norih of the James should be followed
up with great promptness, An attack will not be
feasible unless it is fonnd that the enemy has de-
tached largely. In that ense it may be regarded as
evident that the enemy are relying upon their loeal
reserves prinelpally for the defense of Richmond,
Preparations may be made for abandoning all the

line north of the James, except inclosed works—
only to be abandoned, however, after a break is
made in the lines of thie enemy.

By these instructions a large part of the armies
opernting against Richmond is left behind., The
cenemy, knowing this, may, 85 an only chanee,
strip their lines to the merest skeleton, inthe hope
of advantage not being taken of it, whilst they
have everyvthing against the moving ecolumn, and
return, It eannot be impressed too strongly upon
commanders of troops left in the trenches not to
allow this to oceur withiout taking advantage of it.
The very fact of the enemy coming out to attack,
if be does so, might be regarded as almost conclu-
sive evidence of such a weakening of his lines, I
would have it particularly enjoined upon ecorps
commanders that, in case of an attack from the
encimy, those not attacked are not to wait for or-
ders from the commanding officer of the army to
which they belong, but that they will move
promptly, and notify the commander of their ac-
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Tne CovsTRY OvER WHICH LEE wAs HUnNTED Down.

two days: vet such was the mettle of each com-
batant that it decided nothing, It was in every re-
spect a drawn battle; and its only result appeared
in the tens of thousands of dead and wounded in
blue and gray that lay in the thick woods,

Grant was

RADLY DISAPPOINTED
at this result, for ho had imagined that the
Army of the Potomac had never been fought to
its uttermost, and that by one well-directed blow
he would be able to finish Lee's army, or so
serionsly cripple it that its complete destrue-
tion could be attended to at his leisure. He
was grievously mistaken; and his continnous
hammering, while not producing the highest
results, had yvet gained some advantages. His
losses were about three to every two of the
enemy. Grant, therefore, determined to move
southward and get between Lee's army and
Richmond by a movement upon SEpottsylyania
Court-house. Lee, however, detected his move-
ment, and his forces reached Spotisylvania
Court-house before those of Grant., Another
terrible battle ensued, both armies filliting
with great valor, and Hancock's Corps gaining
possession of a salient in the center of the rebel
line, which it held, notwithstanding the re-
peated cfforts of Lee to recapture it. Just here
was perhaps one of the fiercest and most deadly
struggles during the war, bat every sally of the
Confederates was repulsed, and Hancock held
the salient. It was in announcing this success
that Gen. Grant concluded with the now his-
toric expression, “1 propose to fight it out on
this line if it takes all Summer."”
FIGHTING AT EPOTTBYLVANIA.

Grant's success, however, was only partial.
The enemy retired within his lines, and after
12 days of effort the carrying of his position
was seen to be hopeless by Grant, who resolved
upon another turning operation. He found
Lee strongly intrenched between the Northand
South Anna Rivers, where another obstinate,
bat indecisive battle was fought. A fourth
advance by the left brought Grant before
the impregnable rifle-pits at Cold Harbor,
an assaulv on which cost Gen. Grant the loss of
over 13,000, Siego operations were begon here
with a view to earry the defenses of the Chick-
ahominy by regular approaches, but after a few
days Gen. Graut determined to change his line
of operations to the south side of the James

BUTLER'S MOVEMENT.

In the meantime, while Grant with the Army
of the Potomae had been " hammering con-
tinuously ” at Lee, Gen. Butler, with his force
of about 30,000 men, had established himself at
Bermuda Hundreds, a neck of land formed by tho
winding and tortuous course of the James and
Appomattox Rivers. Butler'sinstruetions from
Grant prescribed Richmond as his objective
point; but his operations were to bo contin-
gent upon the results achieved by the Army of
the Poiomac. He made an attack on Peters-
burg, but the feeble garrison holding that key
to Richmond had been re-enforeed by Beaure-
gard’s troops, which had ecome up from Charles-
ton, and Butler's force was repulsed and driven
back, so that they were hemmed in at Bermuda
Hundreds, where, as he himself expressed it,
he was bottled up and hermetically sealed.
Sigel’s trip in the Shenandoah Valley had
proved unfortunate, he having been defeated
by the rebels in an engagement at New Market
and harassed by guerrillas, and having ac-
complished nothing save the destruction of
some factories, foundries and mills,

Gen. Grant in changinghis base of operations
did so in the face of the protest of the Govern-
ment authorities that Washington shouid not
be uncovered, but he kuew that this change
was absolutely necessary. He had fonght Lee
from the 6th of May to the 15th Jume, and in
that time had lost 54,557 in killed and wounded
and missing, while the losses of the enemy were
about 32,000. With every change, however,
Grant had gone one stride nearer Richmond,
and he still had nearly 100,000 men. In regard
to this change of his line one able military
writer says:

Gen, Grant manifested as much moral firmness in
adopting a line of action which, adverse though it
was Lo the wishes of his Government, he felt to be
prescribed by the highest military considerations,
us he showed abilily in executiug this diflicult
operation. The mensureitself was nolonly entirely
conformable to the true principles of war, but its

exccution reflects high credit on the commander
and merits the closest study.

CHANGE OF BASE.

With the change of base came first tho as-
saults on Petersburg, which resulted only in
loss to the Union soldiers ; then the miserable
mine finsco, and the long and tedious siege,
varied by the movements to Deep Bottom, the
Weldon Railroad, the action at Ream's Station
and turning movements sgainst the beleaguered
city, none of which realized any prouounced
BUCCOSS.

EARLY'S RAID.

Lee, in tha meantime, sent a forco under
Early north into Maryland, and which came
down before Washington, cansing great fear for
the safety of that cily, for at the time of the
appearance of the enemy on the Seventh Street
Road the defenses were but poorly manned.
Organizations of the clerks in the various Gov-
ernment Departments were hastily made and
sont out to check the Confederates. Dauoring
the day, however, the Sixth Corps, which Grant
had detached and sent north when he learned
of Loe's movement, arrived, and as the long
line of men marched up Pennsylvania Avenue

aced him, and resolyed to abandon the defense
of Richmond and Petersburg and effect a june-
tion with Johnston on the Danville line. He
proposed to move by the sonth side of the Ap-
pomattox to Amelia Courf-house, which was
the shortest line for him, but as Grant's left
approached so near the Cox road, on which he
was to march, as to render his withdrawal a
perilous operation, the Confederate commander
resolved to assume the offensive and strike a
sudden blow on Grant's lines that would make
it mnecessary for the Lieutenant-General to
withdraw his left, which would completely
relieve Lee's proposed line of retreat. Lee,
therefore, made his initiative attack on Fort
Stedman, but was driven back, failing to carry
the Union lines, although he gained a tempo-
rary success at the ouotset. This was on the
25th of March, and the assault of Lee, though
brilliant, realized mo advantage, while it eu-
tailed a loss which he could ill aiford.

Gen, Grant hag fixed the 20th of March as
the day on which he would open his campaizn,
and to show the details of his plan of opera-
tions, the full text of his order to Gen. Meade
is given:

TH™ LAST CAMPAIGON.
Crry Porst, Va., March 24 1865.

GENERAL: On the 20th instant the armies operat-
Ing against Richmond will be moved by our left
for the double purpose of turning the enemy out of

S
e

tion. T would also enjoin the same action on the
part of division commanders when other parts of
their corps are engagéd. In like manner, fwou!d
urge the importance of following up a repulse of
the enemy, U. 8. GeasT.
Lieutenant-General,
Maj.-Gens. MEADE, ORD AND SHERIDAX,

BEGINNING THE MOVEMENT.

The movement was eommenced on the morn-
ing of the 20th of March, the corps of Warren
and Humphreys moving across Hateher's Ran,
and Sheridan that night occupied Dinwiddie
Court-house, six miles southwest of where the
troops of Warren and Humphreys lay on their
arms. The next moming Sheridan was to ent
loose and start on his expedition against the
Southside and Danville Railroads, but Grant
altered his plans and that night wrote to Sheri-
dan as follows: “ I now feel like ending the
matter, if it is possible to do so, before going
back. I do not want yon, therefore, to cut
loose aud go after the enemy’s roads at present.
In the morning push around the encmy and get
onto his right rear. We will act altogether as
one army here until it is seen what can be done
with the enemy.”

The 30th and 31st of March wore rainy days
and interfered somewhat with the progress of
Gen. Grant's troops, but there was a brief en-
gagement at Hatcher's Run and then the ocen-
pation of Five Forks by Devens's Division,

Tne SURRENDER OF LER

his present position around Petersborg, and to in-
sure the suceess of the cavalry under Gen. Sheridan,
which will start at the same time, in its eiforts to
reach and destroy the Southside and Danville ail-
roads. Two corps of the Ariny of the Potomae will
be moved at first in two columns, taking the two
roads crossing Hatcher's Run, nearest where the
present line held by us strikes (hat stream, both
moving toward Dinwiddie Court-house,

The cavalry under Gen. Sheridan, joined by the
division now ouder Gen. Davies, will move at the
same time by the Weldon road end the Jerusalem
plank road, turning west from the Intter before
crossing the Notloway, and west with the whole
column before resching Stony Creek. Gen. Sheri-
dan will then move independently, under olher in-
structions whichywillbe given him. Al dismounted
eavalry belonging Lo tbe Army of the Potomac and
the dismounted tavelty from the Middle Military
Division, not orgfulee¥ifor guarding property be-
longing to their arm of serviee, will report to Brig.-
Gen. Benham, tp ba slded to the defense of City
Point. Maj.-Geg, PPatke will be left in command
of all the army‘ it Tor holding the lines about Pe-
tersburg and City Poil subject, of course, to orders
from the commuhtlerof the Army of the Potomac.
The Ninth Corpdayild bd left intact to hold the pres-
ent line of wud".ﬂ. ong as the whole line now
occupied bi us is _he_:' +1 H, however, the troops to
the left of the Nilith bi‘r! are withdrawn, then the
left of the corps Way ba'thrown back so as lo occupy
the position held: by e nrmy prior to the capture
of the Weldon road. All troops to the left of the

Ninth Corps wi IM readiness to move at the
shortest notice b oule us may be designated
when the order it

Gen. Ord will detaoliithree divisions, two white
and one colored, pr sé¢ much of them as he can, and
hold his present 3in nd march for the present
left of the Army ol the Potomae. In the absence of
further orders, or'émtil Turther orders are given, the
white divisions will follow the left column of the
Army of the Potomune, and the colored division the
right column. During the movement, Maj.-Gen,
Weitzel will be left in command of all the forces
remaining behind from the Army of the James.

The movement of troops from the Army of the
James will commence on the night of the 31st inst,
Gen. Ord will leave behind the minimnm number
of cavalry necessary for picket-duly, in the absence
of the main army. A eavalryexpedition from Gen,
Ord's command will also be started from Suffolk, to
leave there on Saturday, the 1st of April, under Col.
Sumner, for the purpose of cutliug the railroad
about Hicksford. This, if nccomplished, will have
to be a surprisa, and, therefore, from 300 to 500 men
will be sufficient. They should, however, be sup-

rlted by all the infantry that can be spared from

vorfolk and Portsmouth, as far out as to where the
cavalry ecrosses the Blackwater., The crossin
should be at Uniten, Should Col. Sumner sucee
in reaching the Weldon road, he will be in-

which, however, was afterwards driven out,
and Lee struck a blow at Sheridan’s cavalry,
which had gained a position that was menacing
Lhis flank. He made the attack with great
vigor, but Sheridan, re-enforeed, resisted
strongly, and, by a series of brilliant tactical
manuvers and spirited charges, drove the Con-
federates from two temporary lines, and at 2
p. m., on April 1, he had them confined within
their works at Five Forks. Before night he
attacked the Confederates from every point,
the works were carried, and the divisions of
Pickett and Johnson fled westward from
Five Forks, pursned by the cavalry of Merritt
and McKenzie. The trophies of that day in-
claded many colors and guns and above 5,000
prisoners,
CAPTURING PETERSBURG.

Gen. Grant, learning of the success of Five
Forks, commenced bombarding DPetersburg,
continuing the firing all that night, and on the
next day assaulted Lee's center from the Appo-
mattox to Hatcher’s Run with the troops of
Parke, Wright and Ord. Parke, on the right,
carried the outer line of intrenchments, bat
fouud the inner cordon 8o strong that he could
not force them. Wright carried everything
before him, sweeping to the left down the Coa-
federate intrenchments, capturing many guns
and several thousand prisoners. A part of Ord’s
command joined Wright and aided iu his sue-
cess, while another portion, under Gen. Gibbon,
attacked Forts Gregg and Alexander, two
stronz inclosed works, the most salient and

)
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haversacks, and eight days’ in avagons. To avoid |

nition per man will be taken in wagons, and as |

commanding south of Petersburg, and after a
severe struggle captured them,
Lee now determined to abandon Petershurg
and Richmond, and notified the Confederate
anthorities to that effeet. There was but one
| line of retreat, viz., up the Appomattox, parallel
with the Sonthside Railroad and westward to
the Danville line; but Grant had already made
| disposition of his forces te prevent his antago-
nist's eseape, and the Fifth Corps was already
at Sutherland's Station, on the Southside Rail-
| road, 10 miles west of Petershurg, and Sheridan
| with his cavalry was at Ford's, 10 miles further
| west. Lee commenced his evacnation on the
night of April 2, marched his forces rapidly
during the night in the direction of Chester-
field Court-house, on the north bank of the
Appomattox, and when the Union troops
entered Petersburg the next day he was 16
miles away. Lee actually hoped to make a
successful refreat, to escape entirely from
Grant's army, and to join Johnston,
PURSUIT OF LEE.

Grant, however, at once commenced a vigor-
ons pursuit, and when Lee reached Amelia
Court-house and found that large supplies
of commissary and qunartermaster stores,
which ke had ordered should meet him

there, had been taken on to Richmond,
he became paralyzed. He, however, kept
his march, having his wagon train and Ewell's
Corps captared by Sheridan on the 6th, and on
the Sth Sheridan, who had reached Appomattox
Station on the Lynchburg Railroad, five miles
south of Appomattox Court-house, captured
four trains of cars loaded with supplies for the
starving Confederates, drove the rear-guard of
Lee's army back to Appomattox Court-honse,
and planted his own foree directly in front of
Lce and on his line of retreat. IL.eenext morn-
ing attempted to cut his way through Sheri-
dan’s lines, but that officer, who had been re-
enforced by the Army of the James, and who
had personally arrived at Appomattox Station,
directed his cavalry to fall back, gradually re-
sisting the enemyso as to give the infaniry
time to form. This was done, and when the
Confederates saw the advancing bayonets they
began to give ground. Sheridan was just about
to charge the enemy’s left flank when a white
flag appeared, and a letter from Gen. Lee re-
questing a suspension of hostilities looking toa
surrender and an interview with Gen. Grant.

SUMMONS TO SURRENDER.

Two days befora Gen. Grant had addressed

to Gen. Lee the following communication:
April 7, 1565,

GrESERAL: The resull of the last week must con-
vince you of the hopelessness of further resistance
on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia in
this struggle. I feel that it is so, and regard it as
my duty to shift from myself the responsibility of
any further effusion of blood, by asking of yon the
surrender of that portion of the Conlederate States
Army known as the Army of D-Tnlgtlmrn Virginia,

. 5. GRANT,
Gen. R. E. LEE. Lieutenant-General,

To this on the same night Gen. Lee replied
as follows:

GENERAL: I have received yvour note of this date,
Though not entertaining the opinion you express
on the hopelessness of further resistance on the
part of the Army of Northern Virginia, I recipro-
cate vour desire to avoid useless efTusion of blood ;
and, therefore, before considering your proposition,

{4 ask the terms you will offer on condition of its sur-
render. E E. LEE,
Lieut.-Gen, U. S. GrAST. General,

On the next day Gen. Grant continned the
correspondence, stating his terms:
April 8, 1365,
GexNERAL: Your note of last evening in reply to
mine of the same date, asking the conditions on
which I will accept the surrender of the Army of
Northern Virgima, is just received. In reply I
would say that, peace being my great desire, there
is but one condition I would insist upon, viz., that
the men and officers surrendered shall be disquali-
fied for taking up arms again against the Govern-
ment of the United States until properly exchanged,
I will meet you, or will designate officers to meet
any oflicers you might name for the same purpose,
at any point agreeable to you for the pur of
arranging definitely the terms upon which the sur-
render of the Army of Northern Virginia will be
received. U. 8. GraxsT,
Gen. R. E. Lez. Lieutenant-General,
To this Gen. Lee seat the following reply:
April 8, 1855,
GESERAL: T recelved at a late hour your note of
to-day. In mine of yesterday I did not propose the
surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia, but to
ask the terms of your proposition. To be frank, I
do not think the emergency has arisen to eall for
the surrender of this army; but, as a restoration of
pesce should be the sole object of all, 1 desired to
know whether your proposals would lead to that
end. [ eannot, thereiore, meet you with o view to
surrender the Army of Northern Virginia, but, as
far as yvour proposals may affect the Confederate
State forces under my commmanid, and tend to the
restoration of peace, I should be pleased to meet
vou at 10 a. m. to-morrow on the old stage road to
Richmond, between the picket-lines of the two
ATmies. R. E. LEE,
Lieut.-Gen, U. S, GrRAST, General,
This note’ Grant received about midnight,
and next morning he replied in these terms:
April 9, 1565,
GexeErAL: Your note of vesterday received. I
have autherity to treat on the subject of peace; the
mecting proposed for 10 a. m. to-day could lead to
no good, 1 will state, however, General, that I am
equally nnxious for peace with yourself, and the
whole North entertains the same fecling. The
terms upon which peace ean be had are well nnder-
stood, By the South laying down their arms they
will hasten that most desirable event, save thou-
sands of human lives, and hundreds of millions of
property not yet destroyed. Seriously hoping that

[(bn!iuue;l on 5th page.]
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